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SILK ROAD CONFERENCE WAS VERY
INFORMATIVE & EDUCATIONAL

-- Attendee
See photo report: Page 3

CAPRC Productivity Committee Holds
Zoom Meeting With Turkish Expert
Professor Ronald Melka

Professor Ronald Melka, chairman of the CAPRC'’s
Productivity Committee, organized a Zoom meeting
with Hiirol Mete, senior expert, with Tiirkiye’s
Ministry of Industry and Technology to Discuss
“Ankara Model Factory Today” during the CAPRC’s
second quarter advisory board meeting held in
Indian Head Park Illinois.

Hiirol Mete present an overview of the Tiirkiye Ministry of
Industry and Technology (MolT) are the primary mission
of the MolIT to build a competitive, sustainable, and
innovation-driven industrial structure based on advanced
technology. Within this framework, it is the leading
institution in Tiirkiye in developing and implementing
policies and regulations in many critical areas, such as:

« Industry and productivity,

« Science and technology

» Market surveillance and control,

« Investment incentives, and

« Legal metrology.

A key initiative is the National Technology initiative
which focuses on developing critical technologies using
national resources, producing high-tech products locally,
and driving technological innovation across the country.
MolIT gives great importance to research and development
(R&D) and provide incentives to enhance the R&D
capabilities of companies. One of the most important
outcomes of their goals is with the National Technology
Initiative is Tiirkiye’s domestic and national car, TOGG.

It is also responsible for planning and developing
organized industrial zones (OIZs) and industrial areas to
strengthen the industrial infrastructure. Tiirkiye has more
than 360 OIZs (employing 2.7 million people in OIZs). In
addition, it currently has 105 techno-parks nationwide,
over 1,300 R&D centers, and 330 design centers. MoIT
provides support such as tax exemptions, social security
incentives, mentorship programs, and access to financial

Professor Harry Lepinske, CAPRC chairman, is seen
presenting a Certificate of Appreciation to Professor
Ronald Melka for his outstanding performance as
the chairman of the CAPRC Productivity Committee.
During the spring CAPRC Advisory Board Meeting.
He arranged a Zoom meeting between the CAPRC
advisory board and a productivity specialist with
the Turkish Ministry of Industry and Technology, in
Ankara Turkey. Joining the presentation are Michael
Krzyston, certification chairman, (left) and Peter Tase,
CAPRC regional coordinator for East Wisconsin.

resources for companies, R&D personnel, and academics.
So far, more than 78,000 projects have been completed
in techno-parks, and over 11,000 companies have turned
their innovative ideas into high-value-added products.

Professor Ronald Melka

I thanked Mete for his in depth presentation on the
Ankara Model Factories for the CAPRC Summer Board
Meeting and stated that his expertise is very impressive
and CAPRC were very glad to have his involvement.
MolIT is very extensive and an incredible asset for his
country, Tiirkiye, including the thousands of companies,
employees, and citizens. The results reported were
outstanding. I particularly found the information
regarding Turcorns and model factories particularly
interesting, and was impressed by the amount of time,
expertise and support that his administration is providing
the model companies demonstrated. It is no wonder that
Tiirkiye has transformed in just a few decades to being a
major economic power in the world.
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Peter Tase, CAPRC’s regional coordinator for Eastern
Wisconsin, and frequent visitor to Azerbaijan, is seen
discussing “What is Azerbaijan” during the CAPRC’s
Q3 advisory board meeting in Indian Head Park, lllinois.

Originally planned as a joint Zoom meeting between
the CAPRC advisory board members and young
entrepreneurs in Afghanistan, resulted into a
telephone conversation when the Afghan government
shut down internet. The CAPRC opened registration
to young Afghans to its seven-week Zoom training
program, focusing on “Introduction to Business”.

Large Rare Earth Metals Deposit
Discovered in Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan discovered its largest deposit of rare earth
metals, containing around one million tons of the
elements that are seen as vital for the future economy,
the Kazakh government reported. Rare earths
comprise 17 raw materials that are essential for the
energy transition and highly sought by the likes of
China, Russia, the United States and Europe.

China Reports Increase in Exports

China reported 6.1% year-over-year, an increase in
overall exports in the first nine months of 2025.

It also reported its gross domestic product expanded
4.8% in the third quarter of 2025, compared with a
year earlier, down from 5.2%.

$800 Million Loan for
Uzbekistan’s Economic Reforms

The World Bank has approved an $800 million
concessional loan package to support Uzbekistan’s
ongoing structural reforms, aimed at reducing poverty,
creating jobs, and expanding private sector-led growth.
The financing is designed to help the government
enhance competition, strengthen social protections, and
foster a more dynamic economic environment.

The financial support will fund a broad set of policy
initiatives, including mitigating the impact of energy
tariff increases on low-income households, advancing
gender equality in the workplace, and expanding
access to social services for vulnerable populations.
The package also targets reforms in key sectors such
as telecommunications, agriculture, and energy, while
supporting greater integration of Uzbekistan into
global trade networks.

With favorable long-term repayment terms, the loan
will reduce the country’s debt servicing costs and
free up government resources for economic and
social development.

Moody’s Assigns Kyrgyzstan
First-Ever Positive Outlook

ull; £ iv
®UHAHCHI MUHWCTPIINTA

For the first time, international credit rating agency
Moody’s has assigned Kyrgyzstan a positive outlook,
while reaffirming the country’s sovereign credit rating
at B3. According to the Ministry of Finance, the shift
reflects Kyrgyzstan’s stable economic growth.

Finance Minister Almaz Baketaev met with Moody’s
Managing Director David Aldrich on the eve of the
announcement. Discussions covered areas of future
cooperation, Kyrgyzstan’s investment profile, strategies
for attracting external financing, and the country’s
credit trajectory. --World Bank
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CENTRAL ASIAN PRODUCTIVITY
RESEARCH CENTER

BUSINESS MEETING

PROGRAM:
Surge in Foreign Trade Zone Usage

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 « 11:15 a.m.

WOLEF’S HEAD INN

6937 Joliet Rd., Indian Head Park, IL
at the Strip Mall Wolf and Joliet Rds.
Easy Access to the Tri-State Toll-way

(URGE all committee/board members to attend)

REGISTRATION: Please send a check for $35,
your business card and your registration to:
CAPRC
407 E. Madison Street, Unit 20
Dodgeville, WI 53533
Deadline: Saturday, November 15; $45.00 thereafter

For information call Harry Lepinske, CAPRC Chairman
608-937-0055

CAPRC’s Annual
Chinese New Year Luncheon

Friday, February 13, 2026
Evergreen Resaurant

Chicago’s Chinatown

Registration opens for
“Introduction to Business” Course

With 26 years of success, the CAPRC opens registration
for its traditional Zoom spring seven-lecture series
focusing on “introduction to Business”. The first lecture
is scheduled on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 continuing
each Tuesday through March 24, 2026, at 0800 US
Central time and 1700 in Baku, Azerbaijan.
To register, e-mail hlepinske.caprc@gmail.com:

1. Full Name

2. City and Country

3. E-mail address and

4. a brief biography (CV)
Deadline February 6, 2026 There is no registration
fee. Certificates of Achievement will be awarded to
students who complete the short course.
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When you are operating in a global marketplace, there
is a whole world of opportunities available to you. At
the same time, you are surrounded by international
competitors. You need to establish measures — even
small tactics - that can move your business a head.

- Global Trading Magazine

The Central Asian Productivity Research Center
is a 501(c)3 organization.
Your contributions are tax-deductible to the
extent allowed by the law.
Contributions are always welcome, especially to help the
CAPRC Business and Professional Institute.




